[Keloid of the earlobe after ear piercing. Not only a surgical problem].
Earlobe keloids are benign, fibrous proliferations that show a high rate of recurrence of up to 80% following surgical excision. Traumas to the earlobe such as ear piercing, burns or surgical interventions are important in the pathogenesis of the disease. In addition to surgical keloid excision and reconstruction of the earlobe, several adjuvant therapeutic concepts have been described to prevent recurrence. Here we present the case of a female patient who suffered from severe bilateral keloid development after piercing of both ears. The report gives an overview of the relevant therapeutic concepts in the treatment of earlobe keloids and their possible complications. In addition, the question of written informed consent before ear piercing is discussed.